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HOW TO BUY TICKETS:
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ONLINE

eveshamfestivalofwords.org

Tickets for most of our events can
be purchased online via our website.
Payments by credit/debit cards
or by direct bank transfer.

=

POST

Evesham Festival of Words
20 Allardene, Evesham,
Worcs, WR11 1EA

Cheques payable to ‘Evesham Festival
of Words'. Please include full contact
and event details.

o

ENQUIRIES
Sue Ablett

info@eveshamfestivalofwords.org

07871 285606

Tickets for events at Holland House,

The Henrician, Bretforton Theatrebarn

and Evesham Walking Festival can

be accessed from our website but
are purchased direct from those

organisations.

Welcome to our 2026 Festival Brochure. The Festival celebrates
words in all their forms. The main weekend, which is packed with
events, runs from Friday 26th June — Sunday 28th June, but we
also have events throughout the year.

Whatever your interest — writing, reading, author talks and interviews,
meeting like-minded folk — the Festival really does offer something for
everyone, with an exciting and varied programme at numerous locations
in and around Evesham.

2025 was another fabulous year with a large number of sell-out events,
and we are so excited about our 2026 programme, which marks ten
years of the Festival. We very much look forward to welcoming you to
our Festival and our lovely town.

All Festival events are on our website. Do visit it to find out more about
the Festival and to book events.

For any queries, including accessibility concerns, please contact
info@eveshamfestivalofwords.org, or 07871 285606.

Sue Ablett,
Festival Chair

MON 23RD MARCH, 1.00 PM

AE Housman and A
Herefordshire Lad

Holland House, Cropthorne, £24
Tickets via Holland House:
www.hollandhouse.org

E: enquiries@hollandhouse.org, or
T: 01386 860330

Max Hunt tells the tragic story

of how three gifted lives became

intertwined in the autumn of 1895:

Harry Maclean, a young officer

cadet from Cradley in Herefordshire; A.E. Housman, a stoical professor
of Latin at University College, London; and Oscar Wilde, the famous
playwright who had been pilloried on charges of indecent behaviour.
Max’s illustrated lecture will use poems, letters and biographies to show
how a series of heart-breaking events unfolded. The talk will shed light
on the intolerance and hypocrisy of the late-Victorian age.

Max is a firm Festival favourite and Secretary of the Housman Society.
We are delighted to welcome him back for what is sure to be another
fascinating talk.

Two-course lunch is served at 1.00 pm (special diets can be
accommodated) but arrive early to get a drink and enjoy the lovely house
and gardens. The talk will commence about 2.00 pm.
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THROUGH THE YEAR

FRI 3RD APRIL, 2.30 PM

A Century of Popular
Songs: 1860s to 1960s
Raphael’s Restaurant, £15

Includes afternoon tea.
Pre-booking essential.

WED 6TH MAY, 7.00 PM

Behind the Scenes
at the Movies
Evesham Rowing Club, £12

Join us for a humorous and
insightful behind-the-scenes look
into an extraordinary life, including
a distinctive global career in the
movie industry, from a stuntman,
winner of multiple awards as a film
director, and now a chart-topping
crime writer. And it all started at
BBC Wood Norton in 1973!

Join Richard Churchley as he
shares his love of history and
music, singing well-loved songs
from each decade from the 1860s
to the 1960s, placing them in their
historical context and covering a
range of material from music hall
songs to The Beatles. He performs
with musical accompaniment and
encourages audience participation
in the choruses. Richard always
hopes the audience learns new
facts, but the emphasis is mainly
on having fun.

Stuart St Paul began his movie
career in film action, specialising
in stunts and fight choreography,
most notably for Jean-Claude Van
Damme. As a Director, Stuart’s
work spans both high-octane
action and critically acclaimed
cinema, collaborating with
legendary filmmakers, such as
Merchant Ivory and Ken Russell.
Now an accomplished author, he
has turned his storytelling skills

to cruise crime fiction, with nine
books published so far. His first
novel was published while awaiting
brain surgery, having been blown
up on a movie set. Prepare for an
action-packed evening!

Richard has been a professional
musician for many years, both

solo and with various bands.

He plays many instruments but

this afternoon will mainly play the
accordion to accompany the songs.

This event is part of Raphael’s
Easter Charity Weekend, supporting
local good causes, and always a
lovely afternoon.

Tickets can also be booked direct
with Raphael’s (01386 45460).
Pre-booking essential. Please
advise of any special dietary
requirements.
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FRI 29TH MAY, 1.00 PM

A Portrait of John Moore —His Life and Works

Holland House, Cropthorne, £24, Tickets via Holland House:
www.hollandhouse.org, E: enquiries@hollandhouse.org, or
T: 01386 860330

John Moore is one of Gloucestershire’'s most well-known writers of
novels, including A Portrait of EImbury — a thinly disguised portrait of
Tewkesbury and its most notorious inhabitants. John Moore was also
a talented naturalist, and an early campaigner for the preservation of
everything rural. Discover more about the man, from birth to legacy,
with this talk by Kirstie Bingham, Heritage Manager of The John
Moore Museum, Tewkesbury.
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This talk links to a guided walk on Thursday 25 June - tickets
available from: www.eveshamwalkfest.org.uk.

Two-course lunch is served at 1.00 pm (special diets can be
accommodated) but arrive early to get a drink and enjoy the lovely

house and gardens. The talk will commence about 2.00 pm.

WED 10TH JUNE, 11.00 AM

In the Footsteps of Laurie Lee:
A Guided Walk
Meet The Woolpack Inn, Slad, Glos. GL6 7QA, £15

In 1994, TV producer, David Parker, spent the summer
recording interviews with much-loved author, Laurie
Lee, a man who generally did not ‘do’ television.

He has since led superb guided walks for us around
the village of Slad, a place enshrined in much of
Laurie Lee's work. In 2026 we repeat that walk,
enjoying unique recordings of Laurie Lee. David is an
independent TV producer, based in Bristol, and is a
very popular Festival speaker.

Note: The walk is 3-4 miles, the terrain is uneven

and there are some gradients and stiles. Please dress
appropriately for the weather and wear suitable
footwear. Maybe stay on for lunch at the pub?

Lifts may be available on request. Sorry no dogs.
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SAT 13TH JUNE, 7.30 PM w® Yeops
A Feast-ival of Words, Sl RS
with EODS Singers 2020

Bengeworth Church, £10 (Children under 12 free
of charge). Includes interval drink.

The wonderfully talented EODS (Evesham Operatic and
Dramatic Society) Singers return with a new concert

— an evening of musical theatre songs, celebrating all
things food!

With songs from well-known and lesser-known
musicals, EODS will take you on a culinary musical tour
— something for all the senses. Bengeworth Church is
the perfect venue and you can be sure of having your
taste buds whetted.

Tickets also available from: The Almonry Museum.
Callin person, or T: 01386 446944,
E: tic@almonry.ndo.co.uk

WED 17TH JUNE, 7.00 PM

Richard III — Bones
Beneath the Car Park
Evesham Rowing Club, £12

The story of the discovery of the
bones of England's last Plantagenet
King under a car park in Leicester
gained world-wide interest. With
his background in Medieval History,
journalist Dave Andrews was in a
great position to cover the story for
BBC Leicester. During the whole
period, from the inception of the
project, through to the discovery
itself, the legal battles as to where
the King should be reburied, and
the final laying to rest in Leicester
Cathedral, Dave was involved with
reporting it, and interviewing all
the main characters involved. Dave
was also honoured to be asked to
provide the radio commentary for
the Re-interment Service itself.

Dave studied Medieval History
at the University of York. A twist
of fate took him to Leicester
where he trained to be a teacher,
ending up as Deputy Head of a
large comprehensive school. In
1995, however, the opportunity
of a second career with the BBC
opened up. From then, until

he retired in 2022, Dave was a
presenter and producer with BBC
Radio Leicester.

THROUGH THE YEAR

SUN 21ST JUNE,
10.45 AM - 12 NOON

Secrets of the Tower

A unique opportunity
to go inside Evesham's

iconic Bell Tower.
Evesham Bell Tower, £5

THURS 18TH JUNE, 2.00 PM

An Afternoon with glggRsszsiTg:dJUNE,
Gardening Expert, ' -

Reg Moule John Moore —

Cleeve Prior Field Barn, £10

Reg Moule’s family has been
involved in horticulture for
generations. He has spent more
than 35 years working as a
nursery/garden centre manager.
During this time Reg has been

a regular speaker, a contributor
to various gardening magazines
and The Pershore Times, as
well as regularly appearing on
gardeners’ questions panels all

over England.

For many years now Reg has
broadcast regularly on BBC local
radio stations. He has received
five awards from the Garden
Media Guild — the ‘Oscars’ for
gardening broadcasting. In April
2014 the RH.S. presented Reg
with a commemorative medal

Brensham Village

Meet Bredon Playing Fields Car
Park, Main Road, Bredon.
GL207LX, £5

This walk is in conjunction with
Evesham Walking Festival and will
be led by Tony Boyse, Chairman of
The John Moore Society.

John Moore was one of England'’s
first conservationists and one

of our best country writers. This
six-mile walk starts in Bredon,
near Tewkesbury, and loops to
Westmancote at the foot of Bredon
Hill and then on to his beloved
Kemerton before returning over
the fields to Bredon. The walk will
include readings, given by Society
members.

Tickets only available from:
www.eveshamwalkfest.org

in recognition of his 42 years'

service to horticulture. Join
us as Reg shares some of his
gardening stories and answers
any gardening questions from

the audience.

Tea and cake will be served after
the event. There will also be an
opportunity to visit the nearby
Edgar Wheeler Hovel.
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MAIN FESTIVAL WEEKEND

FRI 26TH JUNE, 10.45 AM — 12 NOON

Uncompromising Genius — The Life

and Work of Frank Lloyd Wright

Ecgwins Club, Evesham, £10. Includes tea/coffee and cake.

American Frank Lloyd Wright (1867 — 1959), is recognised as one of the most

important architects of all time. He was a genius who believed he was destined
to redesign the world. Over the course of his long career, he designed over 800

buildings, including revolutionary structures such as The Guggenheim Museum in New York. However, Wright's
architectural achievements were often overshadowed by his turbulent private life. In his 92 years, he fathered
seven children, married three times, and suffered great personal tragedy.

Speaker, Fiona Rose, will provide an overview of his work, colourful personal life and most iconic buildings.
For local interest, she will include reference to Frank Lloyd Wright's friendship with Charles Ashbee, leader of
the Arts and Crafts Movement in England.

Why not stay on for lunch at Ecgwins Club? Menu will be circulated to attendees ahead of the event for
pre-ordering menu choices on the day)

FRI 26TH JUNE, 2.00 — 3.00 PM

A Killer in Paradise

Ecgwins Club, Evesham, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

Sunday Times bestselling author,
Tom Hindle, has been hailed by
the Daily Mail as "an heir to Agatha
Christie”. His debut novel, A Fatal
Crossing, was hugely successful.
Subsequent books: The Murder
Game, Murder on Lake Garda, and
Death in the Arctic, have all enjoyed
critical acclaim. His latest novel - A
Killer in Paradise, due out in 2026

- has attracted great comments:

“If Agatha Christie stayed at The
White Lotus Hotel, she would have
written A Killer in Paradise”. Tom's
books have been selected for the
Waterstones Thriller of the Month
and Paperback of the Year multiple
times.

N v
TOM HIHDlE

FRI 26TH JUNE, 3.30 — 4.30 PM

Author, Editor,
Podcaster - Henry Eliot

Ecgwins Club, Evesham, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

Henry Eliot describes himself as an
author, editor and insatiable bookworm.
He is the author of The Penguin Classics
Book, The Penguin Modern Classics
Book, Follow This Thread, and Curiocity:
An Alternative A-Z of London. - "
His book, Eliot's Book of Bookish Lists, is said to contain "the sublime to
the ridiculous — and everything in between.”

Henry also hosted On the Road with Penguin Classics, the podcast
that takes a stroll around the world's favourite books. In each of the 30
episodes, he travelled to a different literary location to explore a great
book in the company of a remarkable reader. Henry is the fourth in a
great series of past Penguin speakers at the Festival.

FRI 26TH JUNE, 7.30 PM
Festival Quiz Night

Raphael’s Restaurant, £10 per person (Teams of 4)
Light supper included. Pre-booking of teams essential.

Our annual Quiz Night is a firm Festival favourite. Little did quiz masters,
Helen Yendall and Chris Cherry, realise when they offered to run a Quiz
for our first ever Festival back in 2016, that they would be back every year
since and with their popularity as great as ever. Our Quiz Night definitely
has a WORDY slant!

Maximum of 10 teams of 4.
Please advise of any specific dietary requirements.
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SAT 27TH JUNE,
10.45 AM - 12 NOON

Henry VIII and The
Field of Cloth of Gold

Ecgwins Club, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

In June 1520 the King of France
and the King of England met in a
field outside Calais to celebrate
peace. The celebrations that
accompanied this meeting were
so magnificent and luxurious

that they have become known

as The Field of Cloth of Gold. The
diplomatic negotiations were
ultimately worthless but for Henry
VIII and Frangois I it was a chance
to compete for honour and glory,
and no expense was to be spared.
This talk explores the reason for
their meeting, the extravagant
celebrations themselves, and the
aftermath of this magnificent yet
futile event.

Dr Gillian White specialises in

the history and visual arts of late
medieval and sixteenth-century
England. After beginning her career
at the Warwickshire Museum, she
worked as Curator/Collections
Manager at Hardwick Hall in
Derbyshire and now teaches
part-time at Leicester and Oxford
Universities.

Why not stay on for lunch at
Ecgwins Club?

SAT 27TH JUNE,
10.00 AM - 4:30 PM

Pop-Up Poetry on
Demand with local

poet Emily Holtom.
Ecgwins Club. Free event.

MAIN FESTIVAL WEEKEND

SAT 27TH JUNE, 1.30 — 2.30 PM

Lady Pamela Berry

Ecgwins Club, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

Antonia Keaney, Social Historian

at Blenheim Palace, has enthralled
Festival audiences with her behind
-the-scenes knowledge of Blenheim.
In this session she chats to author
Harriet Cullen, who has recently
written a biography of her mother,
Lady Pamela Berry. And, yes, there is
a Blenheim connection! ‘Lady PB; as
she was sometimes known, was, for
nearly half a century “at the pinnacle of British society”. A child of
the 1920s, and a glittering It Girl, she was born into one famous self-
made family and married into another.

Harriet Cullen is a freelance writer and has contributed to History
Today, the Daily Telegraph, and the Keats-Shelley Review. It was
during lockdown that Harriet went through an old dog basket and
found a wealth of fascinating material about her mother.

SAT 27TH JUNE, 3.00 — 4.00 PM

So Who Was Anne Neville?

Ecgwins Club, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

With the discovery of Richard III's body in
2012, interest in this most controversial

of kings has never been higher, but what

of his little mentioned wife, Anne Neville?
Shakespeare presents her to us as a woman
consumed with rage, bitterness and grief.

ANNE &

\JEV[LL_E

She is shown as nothing more than a
passive victim of the men who used and exploited her. This could
not be further from the truth. Born into one of the most powerful
dynasties in medieval England, Anne knew her worth, and her
power. She was a great survivor, emerging with a crown on her
head. Tragedy would ultimately engulf her, and her premature death
was subject to rumour and speculation. Anne is both fascinating and
elusive, a powerbroker and very much her father’s daughter. It's time
to meet the real Anne Neville.

Rebecca Batley is an archaeologist and a historian with a particular
interest in women's history. She is author of the book Anne Neville:
Queen and Wife of Richard III.
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SAT 27TH JUNE, 7.00 — 8.30 PM

An Evening with Ship’s
Figurehead Carver, Abbie Cooke
Evesham Rowing Club, £13

Abbie Cooke is an award-winning international
keynote speaker whose unconventional career

invites audiences to rethink creativity, resilience,
and what's possible when passion leads the way.

SUN 28TH JUNE, 2.00 — 4.00 PM

An Afternoon with AJ Pearce

Ecgwins Club, £11
Includes tea, scone and cake.

Join us for a chat with author AJ Pearce, as she talks about
her books and her writing success. AJ's favourite subjects at
school were English and History, both of which are reflected
in her books. Her debut novel, Dear Mrs Bird, was a Sunday
Times Bestseller and Richard & Judy Book Club Pick, featuring
Emmeline Lake, who dreams of becoming a fearless Lady War
Correspondent. It was shortlisted for the British Book Awards
Debut of the Year and the Historical Writers' Association Debut
Crown for best historical debut. Subsequent books in the Emmy
Lake Chronicles are: Yours Cheerfully, Mrs Porter Calling, and
Dear Miss Lake.

With a BA (Hons), MSc and MBA, Abbie began in
marketing before making a bold shift to maritime
art, becoming Britain’s only ships’ figurehead
carver. Her work includes commissions for Sir
Roger Cork, former Lord Mayor of London, and
HMS Belfast, where she was Artist in Residence,

and she later became the principal supplier of UK

art onboard Cunard’'s Queen Mary 2.

A university lecturer and passionate advocate for inclusion, Abbie founded Gig-Arts 20 years ago to support
artists with disabilities, and during Covid created POP — Painting Online with Purpose — for young adults with

severe learning disabilities.

Abbie brings creativity, courage, and lived experience to the stage, inspiring audiences to embrace change and

carve their own path.
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SUN 28TH JUNE, 10.45 AM — 12 NOON

Secrets of the Tower
Meet 10.45 am, The Bell Tower, £5

This is a rare opportunity to go inside Evesham's iconic Bell
Tower to visit the first floor Ringing Chamber. Considered
one of England’s finest medieval belfries and described

by the historian James Lees-Milne as “‘one of the nation's
architectural treasures’, the Tower was the last part of
Evesham Abbey to be built (around 1530) and fortunately
survived the dissolution of the Abbey.

Claire Penny, Ringing Master, will talk about the history of
the Tower. She will also give an insight into the complexities
of bell ringing and talk more specifically about the peal of 14
bells in the Tower, which are considered by many to produce
one of the best rings in the country. You will also have the
chance to see ringers at work.

Places are strictly limited to 20. It is a repeat of the event on
21st June.

Note: there are approximately 50 steep steps inside the
Tower.

AJ is a popular speaker at literary festivals. When not talking
about, researching, or writing books, she enjoys “being fairly
rubbish at a variety of hobbies”. The latest hobby is learning

to paint, which is not going well apparently!

I I T I I I I I I I A I A Y

r

AT PEARCE

SUN 28TH JUNE, 7.00 — 9.00 PM

Through the Lens of a Royal Photographer
The Henrician, £14 (plus £1 booking fee per ticket)

Multi-award winning photographer, Jack Boskett, is set to
captivate audiences with his presentation, ‘Through the
Lens of a Royal Photographer’. He delves into the narratives
behind his photographs, offering a unique glimpse into
some truly captivating moments. His extensive portfolio
includes his experiences as an official photographer during
the solemn occasion of Queen Elizabeth II's funeral, and the
grandeur of King Charles III's Coronation.

Jack’s initial passion for railways served as the catalyst for his
eventual career. As he unravels his story, the audience will
see the unexpected twists and turns that led Jack to where
he stands today, showcasing his extraordinary talent and
unique perspective.

Jack was last with us in 2024. Apart from being an incredible
photographer, he is also a master story-teller. This is an
evening not to be missed!

Tickets only from: www.henrician.org
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SAT 4TH JULY, 2.30 PM

4 July 1776: The American Colonies
Declare Independence

Ecgwins Club, 117 High Street, Evesham, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

Until 1760 those who lived in the thirteen American colonies were
patriotic Englishmen. They appreciated the benefits of monarchy and
thought of themselves as His Majesty's loyal subjects. Their language,
culture, customs, traditions and habits were those of England.

During the next fifteen years the British government demanded higher
taxes from the American colonies and imposed a variety of commercial
and political restrictions. The colonists objected but were ignored.

They wanted the freedom to exercise their rights as Englishmen. They
joined together in protest by creating a Continental Congress. Who was
to control the colonies: Parliament or the colonies’ own legislatures?
Compromise and conciliation were not working. In December 1773 some
colonists threw 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbour, claiming there
should be "no taxation without representation”. When Britain responded
with the Coercive Acts, many colonists began to talk of independence, of
a complete separation from the mother country.

How did these reluctant rebels become successful revolutionaries?

Linda Hart, herself an American expatriate, tells a riveting story about the
background to the Declaration of Independence. Along the way we meet
the key characters: George IlI, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington and Thomas Paine. Join us to mark the
250th anniversary of the American Declaration of Independence.

WED 8TH JULY, 7.30 PM

Death of a Clown
The Fleece Barn, Bretforton. WR11 7JE, £15

It is the year 1600 and one-time theatrical superstar, Will Kemp, is down
on his luck. Reduced to long-distance morris dancing as a publicity stunt,
there's only one person to blame: Will Shakespeare. T'other Will.

Step into the world of Elizabethan theatre and discover the untold story
of Will Kemp, the original Falstaff, Shakespeare’s clown, and the man

who danced his way into legend! Masterfully brought to life by Theatre
17, Death of a Clown is a one-man theatrical tour de force, a captivating
blend of humour, history and live music, taking you on a journey from
the heights of success at the Globe Theatre to the lowest of low taverns
in Thetford. Whether you're a Shakespeare enthusiast or just love a great
story well told, this is a play that will entertain, enlighten and surprise you.

Robin Hillman, who plays Will Kemp, is an actor, fiddle-player and singer.
Previous appearances in Evesham include John Clare in the one-man
show, [ Am John Clare, and William Blake in the show Fearful Symmetry.
The Fleece Barn is the perfect venue for this event.

If you would like to eat at The Fleece prior to the event, please book
direct: www.thefleeceinn.co.uk.
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SAT 1ST — SUN 2ND AUGUST

Battle of Evesham
Festival weekend

Once again, the Battle of Evesham
Festival weekend includes a
fantastic series of talks by historians
and others, all taking place in

the Presentation Marquee on the
Crown Meadow. Headlining the
weekend is Professor Alice Roberts,
who will be familiar to all from

her TV programmes. Her talk,
DOMINATION: The Fall and Rise of
an Empire, is on 1st August at 4pm.
Other talks include: The Welsh,
before, during and after The Murder
of Evesham; Simon de Montfort

in his own words; Enchanting
harmony and passionate unique

performances, with Medieval Babes;

Tyrants and Traders: Arthur and the
Lost Kings; Sons and Daughters of
Perdition: The Children of Simon
de Montfort; and To Lose One
Excalibur may be regarded as a
misfortune. The weekend kicks off
on Friday 31st July with UK Queen,
Europe's favourite Queen tribute
band.

Evesham Festival of Words is proud
to be associated with this exciting
programme of talks.

Tickets for all the author events
can be purchased at:
shop.battleofevesham.co.uk.

Multi-buy discount on certain
tickets. See website for details.

)
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THE YEAR

SUN 9TH AUGUST, 2.30 PM

Top of the Wold: Tales from the East
Riding, with Mikron Theatre Company
Raphael’'s Restaurant

This new play by Mikron invites you to join the East Riding Mobile
Library, in a celebration of community, culture, caravans and peas.
From Bempton to Bridlington, Hornsea to Howden, explore a region
barely noticed by the nation it feeds and eroded by the pounding North
Sea. Can a mobile library — with its complex web of rural stops (and
somewhat erratic engine) — pull together the Riding's finest yarns?

Hop aboard the most charmingly quirky mobile library you'll ever
encounter. From the rolling Wolds, to the wild North Sea, discover a
place where connection to the land is ingrained, culture is as organic as
its produce, and the sea reminds us that we stand on the cliff-edge of a
much bigger story.

Mikron never fail to delight, whether performing about the NHS, Butlins,
Crufts, Womens' Institutes, or Bletchley Park. We are delighted to
welcome them back to Evesham.

This event will take place outside whatever the weather. Bring your own
chairs. No need to pre-book. There will be the usual Mikron ‘pay what you
feel’ bucket collection at the end of the performance. If you would like to
eat at Raphael’s, please book with them direct - 01386 45460.

Note: own food cannot be eaten on Raphael’s premises.

THURS 10TH SEPTEMBER, 2.30 PM -~
'Flog It’ battles ‘Bargain Hunt' Ilng Il'
Richmond Villages Wood Norton, £10 -
Includes tea/coffee and cake

Flog It and Bargain Hunt are two incredibly popular TV programmes. We
probably all think we could spot a real bargain or wish we had a hidden
gem lurking in our attics. Speaker, Robert Arley, worked as a scriptwriter,
researcher, producer and director for ITV and the BBC. In this talk he will

explain how clever contrivances and taxing schedules engineer unlikely
candidates and dodgy collectibles into happy day-time viewing.

Retired TV producer Robert, has previously spoken about Producing the
BBC's Antiques Roadshow. We're in for another treat with this event.

This event is kindly sponsored by Richmond Villages, Wood Norton.
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SAT 19TH SEPTEMBER, 7.00 PM

A Celebration of Noel
Coward and so much more

Bretforton Theatrebarn,
£15 plus £1 per ticket booking fee

Evesham's own Alistair McGowan, and his wife
Charlotte, bring us their personal selection of some
of the popular songs and the rarely-heard poems
of Noel Coward in a poignant and romantic first
half. Think you know Coward? Think again! (With
piano accompaniment from Lana Bode.)

In the second half, a further mix of piano music and
poetry but this time, Alistair reads from his new
volume of poetry (Like Never Before) and plays a
selection of classical piano pieces by the likes of
Glass, Mompou, Poulenc and Amy Beach with, no
doubt a few of his famous and unbettered impressions along the way.

Alistair McGowan is a comedy actor, writer, singer, and impressionist, best known for the BAFTA-winning TV
show, The Big Impression. He has worked extensively as an actor in theatre and television. His piano ambitions
reached new heights in 2018 when he released The Piano Album, which reached number one in the classical
chart.

Charlotte Page studied at the Royal Academy of Music and is well known in the world of opera and musical
theatre. Lana Bode is an American-British pianist, programme and artistic director, highly acclaimed for her
performances of contemporary music.

Note: steep steps to the theatre. No disabled access.

WED 30TH SEPTEMBER, 7.00 PM

The Motor Men (Lord Nuffield
and Herbert Austin)
Ecgwins Club, 117 High Street, Evesham, £11

Max Hunt's illustrated talk intertwines the stories of Herbert
Austin and William Morris — the two giants of Britain's early
motor industry. Tracing the rise of both men from humble
beginnings, Max shows how their contrasting approaches

to car manufacture brought motoring to the masses in the
1920s while, at the same time, laying the foundations for

the troubles of the British Motor Corporation and British
Leyland. Along the way he examines the social impact of
the Longbridge works on north Worcestershire and the huge
extent of Morris's philanthropy — the English Bill Gates!

Max read history at university in the 1960s and spent his
working life in education. In retirement he combines
interests in local history and classic motor cars. Since 2006
he has been a Trustee of the Shelsley Watermill Society
helping restore and latterly maintain Worcestershire's only
working water-powered corn mill.
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Prince George & Master Frederick, published Word Search

January 2025, is the debut historical novel

of Rosalind Freeborn. In 1765 a four-year-old
orphan boy is bundled into a carriage with a
woman he doesn't know. He is taken to the
royal palace at Richmond to be a playmate
for three-year-old Prince George, son of King
George III. His name is Frederick Blomberg,
but what is his secret connection to the

The words listed can all be found in the grid — running
forwards, backwards, up, down and diagonally — except one.
For a chance to win a prize, discover which word from the
list can't be found in the Word Search.

Email info@eveshamfestivalofwords.org with the word
that can’t be found. Deadline Sunday 28th June. One winner
will be chosen from all correct replies. £10 book token to

King? “Through meticulous research and the winner.

vivid imagination, Rosalind Freeborn delivers .

a novel that not only entertains but reveals 1. Campanology 9. Laurie Lee
the identity of an important figure within the 2. Theatrical 10. John Moore
Georgian Royal Family.” (Alliance Publishing 3. Mikron 11. Evesham
i 4. Classic 12. Noel Coward
Rosalind started her career as a book publicist, . .

before moving into PR. In 2002 she followed 5. Published 13. Library

her childhood dream to become an artist. 6. Housman 14. Figurehead
She was prompted to write Prince George & 7. Shackleton 15. Author
Master Frederick after investigating a story 3. Fictional

that she might, in some way, be related to
George III

Two-course lunch is served at 1.00 pm
(special diets can be accommodated) but
arrive early to get a drink and enjoy the lovely
house and gardens. The talk will commence
about 2.00 pm.

info@eveshamfestivalofwords.org | €} Evesham Festival of Words 13



SAT 17TH OCTOBER,
10.00 - 11.00 AM

From Perfect to Ordinary

Ecgwins Club, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

Join us for the first event of our

first ever Autumnfest! Dr Rachel
Sargeant is the author of suspense
novels —The Perfect Neighbours,
The Good Teacher, The Roommates
— with Harper Collins; the
Gloucestershire Crime Series —

Her Deadly Friend, Her Charming
Man and Her Rising Star— with
Hobeck Books; and, under the pen
name Rae Starling, the dark thriller
An Ordinary House with Hera Books
(publishing September 2026).

After many years in Germany, she
now lives in Gloucestershire. Her
hobbies are visiting country houses
and coffee shops, watching amateur
theatre and travelling with her
husband to visit their grown-up
children in various places around
the world. She also likes chatting
about books with readers and
writers on her blog:

SAT 17TH OCTOBER,
11.30 AM - 12.30 PM

My Life and Times
as a Film Extra

Ecgwins Club, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

John Kinory is a former college
lecturer. Now he takes part in films,
TV shows and commercials as a
supporting artist (‘extra’), with the
occasional featured speaking part.
What happens when you arrive in
the morning? Wardrobe, hair and
makeup? What is life in front of the
cameras like? How do you become
a film or TV extra? Do you get paid?
Do you meet famous film stars?

Join us for the second event of

our one-day Autumnfest as John
shares his experiences as a film
extra and answers these questions
and many more. If you've ever
fancied yourself in front of the
cameras, this is your chance to find
out more.

14 Page sponsored by Evesham Rotary Club

SAT 17TH OCTOBER,
1.30 - 2.30 PM

The Orwell Tour -
Travels Through
the Life and Work
of George Orwell

Ecgwins Club, £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

Following in the footsteps of one of
the world's literary heroes, speaker
Oliver Lewis set out to visit all the
places that inspired and shaped
George Orwell, beginning in
Northern India where Orwell was
born in 1903 and ending at his final
resting place in Sutton Courtenay
in Oxfordshire. Over three years, he
travelled from Wigan to Catalonia,
Paris to Motihari, Marrakesh to
Eton, and in each location explored
both how Orwell experienced the
place, and how the place now
remembers him as a literary icon.

Oliver Lewis is a travel writer and
historian. He specialises in the
‘literary travelogue,, first with 'The
Orwell Tour (2023), the second
with the ‘Steinbeck Odyssey".

He teaches undergraduate history
and politics at Oxford and at
Sciences Po, Paris, where he resides
each spring.

AUTUMNEFEST 17TH OCTOBER

SAT 17TH OCTOBER, 3.00 — 4.00 PM

Pages from my Passport

Ecgwins Club. £10
Includes tea/coffee and cake.

HIGHLT
ENTERTAINING:

Continuing with the theme of travel, we're
delighted to welcome Amelia Dalton back to
Evesham. Amelia is an enthusiast, an acclaimed
author and a great story-teller. She was last with
us in 2018, talking about her first book, Mistress
and Commander: High Jinks, High Seas and
Highlanders, an account of her life establishing
her own expedition ship amongst the wildlife,
weather and fishing communities of the remote
islands of Scotland's West Coast. Her second
book, Pages from my Passport, is a lively memoir
of a life devoted to getting people to remote and unusual places, whilst battling
with scorpions and bombs, chauvinists and frequently unwilling agents: stories
of disasters with an occasional triumph whether amongst the isles of Greece,
the Arctic, Papua New Guinea, the Red Sea, Madagascar or Central America.

DALTON

Amelia is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and has commercial
shipping qualifications. She is a regular speaker on expedition ships, as well as
onradio and at literary festivals.

SAT 17TH OCTOBER, 7.30 PM

Macready! Dickens' Theatrical Friend
The Henrician, £14 (plus £1 booking fee per ticket)

This compelling show - written and performed by Mark
Stratford - tells the story of the great Victorian actor-
manager, William Charles Macready — the man to whom
Charles Dickens dedicated Nicholas Nickleby. A must for
drama fans, this remarkable true tale captures the sheer
joy, graft and tribulations of a life lived in theatre. With
passion, humour, emotion, and an array of characters, we
are taken on a journey through the fascinating world of
Victorian theatre and the extraordinary, yet conflicted, life
of Macready, from his first tentative steps on stage in a tatty
country theatre to his final ever performance at the mighty
Drury Lane!

This will be a special occasion for Mark as he performed on
the Henrician (then Evesham Arts Centre) stage in 1979, in
a production of A Midsummer Night's Dream. Mark's dear
friend and fellow thespian, John Raphael, who sadly died
in 2025, performed with him. This event is dedicated to the
memory of John, and a percentage of ticket sales will be
donated to Diabetes UK.

Tickets only from: www.henrician.org

S e s s e e s s e e s s e e s s e s s e ess s e s s s esseess s sssess e s s s s s s s s o

info@eveshamfestivalofwords.org | ) Evesham Festival of Words



THROUGH THE

FRI 23RD OCTOBER, 1.00 PM MON 30TH NOVEMBER, 1.00 PM

Libraries of the World Dr Albert Schweitzer and Reverence for Life
Holland House, Cropthorne, £24 Holland House, Cropthorne, £24

Tickets via Holland House: Tickets via Holland House: www.hollandhouse.org
www.hollandhouse.org E: enquiries@hollandhouse.org, or T: 01386 860330

$: ‘e):gglggse@(bgggndhouse.org, or Albert Schweitzer 1875-1965 was a polymath from Alsace. Before
: the age of 30, he had achieved international academic fame in a

Speaker, Sue Ablett, who has been Chair of Evesham Festival wide range of subjects.

of Words since it first launched in 2016, is a global traveller,

having visited all seven continents, has a hugely enquiring

mind, loves quirky facts, and absolutely loves giving talks.

Schweitzer was driven by an awareness of suffering and a need
to pay something back for his gifts and happy childhood. In
his twenties he decided that, at the age of 30, he would study

Having stumbled across one interesting library on her medicine, and then go out to Africa to work as a doctor. For the
travels, it got her thinking and prompted her to do more next 50 years, he financed and ran
research. This talk, which she describes as “fun and a hospital for Africans.

informative’, romps around the world looking at libraries

big and small, old and new, curious and quirky, far flung

and closer to home, as well as some very out of the way
libraries. And not all libraries just stock books — there are lots
of other interesting things you can borrow from libraries, if
you just know where to look.

Schweitzer developed the principle of Reverence for Life. In 1952,
now world-famous, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
However, by the time Schweitzer died, attitudes had changed and
admiration for his humanity had diminished. His hospital was also
seen as outdated compared with modern hospitals.

Two-course lunch is served at 1.00 pm In this talk, Galen Bartholomew will review Schweitzer's life,
(special diets can be accommodated) but arrive early suggesting that he should be seen as a man of his time, and that
to get a drink and enjoy the lovely house and gardens. his philosophy still has relevance today.

s e e s e e s eesesses s s s s e s essesses s s e s essesses e s s s s s e o

The talk will commence about 2.00 pm. Two-course lunch is served at 1.00 pm (special diets can be

accommodated) but arrive early to get a drink and enjoy the lovely
house and gardens. The talk will commence about 2.00 pm.

FRI 27TH NOVEMBER, 7.00 PM

Emmeline Pankhurst — Angel or Anarchist?
The Henrician, £14 (plus £1 booking fee per ticket)

DECEMBER

Evesham Christmas Tree Festival
All Saints Church, Evesham. Free event.

cecece s

Emmeline Pankhurst is one of the most influential and well-known
British women to have ever lived. She fought tirelessly for women
to have the vote. She was imprisoned several times, often went

on hunger strike, and was force-fed on at least three occasions.
Having failed to make any impression on the male electorate and
parliamentarians for nearly thirty years, she became an advocate

of direct action. The suffragettes threw stones at politicians, set fire
to letter boxes, torched buildings, chained themselves to railings,
and threw themselves under horses. Although they were eventually
successful, many brave women suffered terribly during the fight.
Emmeline was not universally popular. Many women believed that if
the suffragettes had been less confrontational, the vote for women
would have come much quicker.

Evesham Christmas Tree Festival has become a very
popular addition to the festive season in the town. With

a record number of trees on display in 2025, from a wide
range of local organisations, charities and societies, the
organisers hope that 2026 will be even bigger. The official
opening of the Christmas Tree Festival is marked by a
Christmas Concert in All Saints Church. This is a wonderful
opportunity to showcase some amazing local talent,
whether primary school children singing or performing as
an orchestra, local adult choirs, or maybe a classical pianist.
And of course there is always an opportunity for audience
participation. The Evesham Festival of Words tree always
includes a selection of ‘Secret Santa’ books, mysteriously
wrapped in plain brown paper, and guaranteed to provide
some enjoyable Christmas reading.

ceeesccscsccsssene

ceeesccscsccsssene

Liz Grand has previously performed in Evesham as Anne Hathaway,
Agatha Christie, Mrs Churchill, and Enid Blyton. She brilliantly
portrays this complex, visionary woman. This is a story that needs to
be told.

Tickets only from: www.henrician.org

ceseccscsscas
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Festival Map
1. Almonry
Abbey Gate, WR11 4BQ

2. Abbey Remains &
Bell Tower

3. Al Saints Church /
Church House
Market Place, WR11 4RW

4. Abbey Park & Riverside Walk

5. Evesham Library
Oat St, WR11 4PJ

6. Ecgwins Club*
117 High Street,
Evesham, WR11 4EQ

7. The Henrician*
Victoria Avenue, WR11 4QH

8. Evesham Rowing Club*
Abbey Rd, WR11 4ST

9. Hampton Ferry
& Raphael's Cafe*
Boat Lane, WR11 4BP

10. Bengeworth Church
Port St, WR11 3LF

11. Regal Cinema
Port St, WR11 3LD

The Local Area
off the map:

Bretforton Theatrebarn*
WR11 7JH

Stop Press

Cleeve Prior Field Barn*
WR11 8IX

The Fleece, Barn *
WR11 7JE

Holland House*
WR10 3NB

Richmond Villages Wood Norton*
WR11 4TY*

* Parking available at venue

THROUGH THE YEAR
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A huge thank you to...

Our wonderful contributors, audiences, volunteers, and Festival Patrons:

Local MP, Nigel Huddleston; TV presenter and comedian,
Alistair McGowan; Editor Cotswold & Vale Magazine, Lynne Powell;
Local authors, Amanda Reynolds and Helen Yendall

Sponsors and supporters:

Abbey Appliances; Alison's Bookshop, Tewkesbury; Almonry Museum & Tourist
Information Centre; Bretforton Theatrebarn; Cotswold & Vale Magazine;
Ecgwins Club; Evesham Journal; Evesham Library; Evesham Observer; Evesham
Rotary Club; Evesham Rowing Club; Evesham Walking Festival; The Fleece,
Bretforton; Friends of Evesham Festival of Words; Holland House, Cropthorne;
Housman Society; Pershore Times; Raphael's Restaurant; Richmond Villages Wood
Norton; Trevor Stanberry-Flynn; The Henrician; Trend; Vale Press Ltd.

Festival brochure design: Kitty Kovacevic
Printing and production: Vale Press Ltd
Website Design: Abbey Gate Media

Major Sponsor:

WYCHAVON
W DISTRICT COUNCIL
good services, good value
e []
"

Some events may sell out quickly. Check website for latest status.

Scan for more
Festival info
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